Extensive thromboembolic disease of the hand and forearm: treatment with thrombolytic therapy.
Six patients with extensive hand and forearm thromboembolic disease were treated by means of intraarterial infusion of urokinase, with good clinical results. Four significant complications occurred, including a possible stroke. Embolization of pericatheter thrombus was a possible etiologic factor in this case. Antegrade brachial artery puncture should be used in the setting of prolonged upper extremity thrombolytic therapy to avoid the cerebral vasculature. Thrombolysis is an effective technique for tissue salvage in cases of inoperable hand thrombosis.